Frozen Semen Information

Breed a reproductively sound mare. A young mare who had no trouble delivering the foal at her side, and who is not being bred on her foal heat, (best to wait two to three cycles)  is the best candidate for breeding success. Another excellent prospect is a young, maiden mare who has not recently been in hard training. Any mare who has been difficult to get in foal, or who has failed to conceive via live cover breeding or artificial insemination using fresh-cooled semen, is a bad risk. An aged maiden mare (fifteen or older) is also a poor risk. having said that I have had good success with using two older mares (aged 16 and 19 both conceiving on first cycle using the Feuertanzer semen) so it is not all bad new the risk is just higher.   If you are unsure of your mare's breeding soundness, have a veterinarian do a breeding soundness exam on her.

I can’t stress enough to use the most conformation correct mare you can find as they do play a huge role in the final outcome!

Purchase enough semen. We recommend buying two doses per mare, for two heat cycles. (Average conception=2.5 cycles.) Frozen semen is sold by the dose. Each dose contains 600 to 800 million sperm. This is packaged in eight, 0.5cc straws, or three to four 5.0 straws, the recommended amount for an insemination. Frozen semen is stored in liquid nitrogen at minus-350 degrees F. At this temperature all biological processes are stopped until the semen is thawed and the sperm cells come back to life. Frozen semen will last indefinitely if properly stored. However, if the semen warms at all before thawing, it can be ruined.
Use an experienced veterinarian. Ask how many mares he or she has inseminated using frozen semen, and what their conception rate is, and select from among those with the best results. Success with fresh cooled semen does not necessarily translate into success with frozen. Some veterinarians are better than others at the insemination process (timing). Also, the method of transferring frozen semen between shipping and storage tanks, and subsequently handling and thawing, can have a great influence on success. The information, resources and technologies for artificial insemination using frozen semen improve daily. Soon, most equine veterinarians will be successful with the process.
Timing is everything. Your mare's follicle must be monitored every few hours when she's close to ovulation. Though it was once common practice to inseminate before ovulation, or both before and after, many veterinarians now prefer to inseminate post-ovulation. It is believed that insemination within six hours after ovulation produces the best results, but some have had success inseminating up to eight or ten hours, and even up to twelve hours post-ovulation. Although the frozen thawed spermatozoa from some stallions may survive 24 hours or more after insemination, best results are achieved if the semen is inseminated in a period from 12 hours before, until a maximum of 6 hours after ovulation. Insemination greater than 6 hours after ovulation results in a decreased chance of conception and an increased incidence of early embryonic death. Because each breeding unit of frozen semen is expensive to produce, it is recommended mares are bred a maximum of 2 times per cycle, and preferably once.

A) Ultrasonographic examination every 6 hours. Mares are inseminated immediately ovulation has been detected.

B) 12-24 hourly examination. Ultrasonography is used to determine when the follicle(s) is immediately pre-ovulatory. The mare is inseminated immediately and re-checked in 12-24 hours. If ovulation has not occurred 24 hours later, the mare is re-inseminated at each inspection until ovulation has occurred. This will result in the use of more semen.

C) Ovulation induction. When ultrasonographic evaluation of a mare in early oestrus reveals the presence of 30-35 mm follicle and she is treated with either Ovuplant S/C or 3000 IU of hCG (i.v.), then most mares will have ovulated in 36 - 48 hours. Under these circumstances, the mare is examined at ovulation induction + 24 hours. The mare may be inseminated at this time and re-inseminated 24 hours later if she has not ovulated. An alternative method is to inseminate all mares once at ovulation induction + 36 hours. The advantages of using ovulation induction are that it limits the number of examinations, while still allowing flexibility in relation to time of insemination. If pregnancy is not established, then subsequent cycles may be best managed with the use the other ovulation-inducing agent. At our practice we most commonly use ovulation induction and examine the mare every few hours when they are closer to ovulation. We aim to breed just once per cycle. Ideally we would aim to breed immediately post ovulation as this ensures that a normal ovulation has occurred

There is no live foal guarantee. We purchase the frozen semen directly from the Stallion Owner, without a breeding contract, we do provide you a contract but NO LFG. 

Know how you will register your foal. Foals resultant from artificial insemination with frozen semen are registered in the registry of the NZWBA . You will receive an insemination certificate with the semen. When your mare is inseminated and pronounced in foal, we will send you a stallion breeding certificate, which will allow you to register her foal. Most warmblood registries accept the stallions we import. Contact Wendy Beaven who is the secretary for the NZWBA her contact details are as follows
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